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n The New Majority

Millennials, Activism and Race

Source: Applied Research Center

By Dominique Apollan, Ph.D.

In June 2011, the Applied Research Center
(ARC) released a report entitled Don’t Call
Them “Post-Racial”: Millennials’ Attitudes
on Race, Racism and Key Systems in Our
Society. Based on a series of 16 focus
groups in the Los Angeles area, the report
found that a large majority of young people
believe that race and racism still matter in
significant ways in our society, particularly in
criminal justice, public schools and employ-
ment. This finding contrasts with conven-
tional wisdom that the 2008 election of
President Barack Obama ushered in the era
of “post-racial America”—and that this
“more racially tolerant” generation of
young people aged 18–30 (labeled “Millen-
nials”) supposedly see society’s problems as
rooted in issues of class rather than race. 

State of the Dream 2012: 
The Emerging Majority

Source: United for a Fair Economy
By Tim Sullivan, Wanjiku Mwangi, Brian

Miller, Dedrick Muhammad, and Colin Harris

A major demographic shift is underway in
the United States. According to the 2010
Census, white babies now make up a little
less than 50 percent of all babies in the
country. By 2030, the majority of U.S. resi-
dents under 18 will be youth of color. And
by 2042, African Americans, Latinos, Asians,
Native Americans, Pacific Islanders, and
other non-whites will collectively comprise
the majority of the U.S. population. For the
first time since Colonial days, the U.S. will be
a majority minority country. How will the
nation adjust to the massive demographic
changes set to take place over the next 30
years?

Voter Suppression 101

Source: Center for American Progress
By Scott Keyes, Ian Millhiser, Tobin Van

Ostern, and Abraham White

The right to vote is under attack all across
our country. Conservative legislators are
introducing and passing legislation that
creates new barriers for those registering to
vote, shortens the early voting period,
imposes new requirements for already-regis-
tered voters, and rigs the Electoral College
in select states. Rather than modernizing our
democracy to ensure that all citizens have
access to the ballot box, these laws hinder
voting rights in a manner not seen since the
era of Jim Crow laws enacted in the South
to disenfranchise blacks after Reconstruction
in the late 1800s.

n The Next Generation
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Building Black-Brown
Coalitions in the Southeast

Source: Georgia State University

By Joel Alvarado and Charles Jaret

As the percentage of Latinos in the U.S. has
risen dramatically, from just under 5 percent
in 1970 to 15.4 percent in 2008, writers,
researchers, community members, and
activists have grown more interested in the
ways African Americans and Latinos are
relating to each other. Many recent publica-
tions have called for, or evaluated the
prospects of, cooperative activities and
coalitions to solve common problems. On
October 5-6, 2008, the first National Black-
Latino Summit was held in Los Angeles.
Prominent on this meeting’s agenda were
such topics as environmental justice, the
criminal justice system, access to health
care, and immigration.

Georgia State University
P.O. Box 3965
Atlanta, GA 30302
(404) 413-2000
gsu.edu
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Visit urbanhabitat.org/rpe/research to read from
our collection of research and resources on
racial, economic and environmental justice.

Research and Resources

Unwinding Revelopment

Source: Legislative Analyst’s Office

By Mac Taylor

On February 1, 2012, all redevelopment agen-
cies (RDA) in California were dissolved and the
process of unwinding their financial affairs
began. Given the scope of these agencies’
funds, assets and financial obligations, the
unwinding process will take time. Prior to their
dissolution, RDAs received over $5 billion in
property tax revenues annually and had tens
of billions of dollars of outstanding bonds,
contracts and loans. This report reviews the
history of RDAs, the events that led to their
dissolution, and the process communities are
using to resolve their financial obligations.
Over time, as these obligations are paid off,
schools and other local agencies will receive
the property tax revenues formerly distributed
to RDAs.

n Public Property

n Housing and Foreclosures
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(916) 445-4656 
lao.ca.gov

California State Lands Commission
100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825-8202
(916) 574-1900
slc.ca.gov

National Fair Housing Alliance
1101 Vermont Ave. NW, Suite 710
Washington, DC 20005
(202) 898-1661
nationalfairhousing.org

The Banks are Back—
Our Neighborhoods are Not

Source: National Fair Housing Alliance

As the foreclosure crisis continues to affect
1 in 69 households across the United States,
or roughly 2.7 million families in 2011,
banks are repossessing an unprecedented
number of properties. As a result, a related
crisis has emerged—one in which vacant
and poorly maintained bank-owned proper-
ties mar once vibrant, well-maintained
neighborhoods. But this problem has not
affected all neighborhoods equally. This
report documents an alarming pattern by
many of the banks, lenders, investors, and
other entities that manage Real Estate
Owned (REO) assets. They have engaged in
substandard maintenance of REO properties
in communities of color, while maintaining
them in a superior manner in predominantly
white communities.

Foreclosure in California
A Crisis Of Compliance

Source: Office of the Assessor-Recorder 

Assessor Phil Ting conducted an audit of 382
San Francisco homes that went through fore-
closure during 2009, 2010, or 2011, which
shows that 84 percent of sampled foreclosures
contain at least one clear violation of Califor-
nia’s foreclosure laws. The results provide
quantifiable support for greater mortgage
industry oversight and legislative change. The
report found that 75 percent of sampled fore-
closures had at least one issue relating to an
assignment of the Deed of Trust and that in
many cases, there were instances of suspicious
activity indicative of potential fraud, such as
lenders signing over debt to themselves and
assignments being filed after the Notice of
Default. This is the first and so far only such
investigation conducted by public officials in
the United States.

Office of the Assessor-Recorder 
of San Francisco County
City Hall 
Room 100, San Francisco, CA 94103
Tel: (415) 554-5596 
sfassessor.org

The Public Trust Doctrine

Source: California State Lands Commission

The origins of the public trust doctrine are
traceable to Roman and English concepts of
common property. The air, the rivers, the sea
and the seashore were incapable of private
ownership; they were dedicated to the use
of the public. This concept that tide and sub-
merged lands are held in trust for the
people has endured throughout the ages.
Under English common law, this principle
evolved into the public trust doctrine pur-
suant to which the sovereign held the navi-
gable waterways and submerged lands,“as
trustee of a public trust for the benefit of
the people.” After the American Revolution,
each of the original states became trustee of
the tide and submerged lands within its
boundaries for the common use of the
people.



Subscribe Today!

 & Race, Poverty
Environment

 the

 

RP&E

Journal

Radio

Race, Poverty and the Environment (RP&E) is Urban Habitat’s national journal of social and environmental
justice, founded in 1990. 

For over two decades we have covered how low-income people and communities of color are organizing to
win equality and justice. Multiracial, multi-issue organizations capable of uniting constituencies for social
justice action have never been more critical. RP&E is a longtime and crucial connection point for advocacy
groups, regionally and nationally.

Visit urbanhabitat.org/rpe to subscribe, order back issues, read from our archives, sign up for our quarter-
ly newsletter, and catch up on the latest research and news in environmental, economic and transportation
justice. 

In 2010, RP&E forged print-web-radio collaborations with local and national radio outlets with production
facilities in the Bay Area. Radio RP&E features in depth interviews and speeches from the movement for
racial, economic, and gender justice.  

Annual Subscriptions: $20/individual, $40/institution. Back Issues: $10/issue  The complete archive collec-
tion, which includes over 60 issues from 1990 to present, is also available for $250.

Race,Poverty 
Environment

the&
A Project of Urban Habitat

Race, Poverty & 
the Environment

Urban Habitat 
1212 Broadway, Suite 500 

Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 839-9609 

urbanhabitat.org/rpe

RP&E is a member of The Media Consortium,
a network of leading independent journalism

organizations in the U.S. working together to strengthen the role of
media in creating a democratic society.

urbanhabitat.org/subscribe 

Our online archives are availabile  at urbanhabitat.org/rpe.
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